December 23: MARTYRDOM DAY OF SWAMI SHRADDHANAND 





One of the few eminent builders of the Indian nation 
a valiant warrior of the war of independence 
a living portrait of bravery and sacrifice 
a symbol of renunciation and penance 
a noble soul and fearless patriot. 


An appeal that he found irresistible 
the call from Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
to live and preach the ideals of the Sat Sanatan Vedic Dharma 
and to serve the Arya Samaj. 


Founded the Gurukul Kangri at Haridwar 
as a unique seat of learning 
in line with the ideals of the Vedic seers 
to produce good and disciplined citizens 
imbued with ancient Vedic ideals and a national outlook. 


Founded several other institutions 
for the uplift of the social, moral and cultural status of the people 
for the education of girls and womenfolk. 


Initiated the Shuddhi movement whereby 
converted people were accepted as Hindus after the ‘Shuddhi Sanskara’ 
conferred the title of ‘Mahatma” to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
upon the latter’s return from South Africa. 


Founded two prominent dailies: 'Tej' in Urdu and ‘Arjun’ in Hindi 
plunged headlong into the agitation under the leadership of Gandhiji 
had a leading role in infusing life into the people 


organised ‘hartals' and protests against the Rowlatt Act 
enacted by the British Government. 


A valiant Arya Sanyasi who served the people 
without any distinction of caste or creed 
had the unique honour of preaching to the Muslims 
from the pulpit of the greatest and 
the most famous mosque of India, 
the Delhi Jama Masjid. 


Bare-breast, he dared a soldier 
who threatened to fire at the crowd 
to shoot him. 


Architect of the historic Congress session 
at Amritsar when Punjab was writhing 
under the atrocities by the British Government 
under martial law 
introduced the programme 
for eradication of untouchability which was adopted. 


Withdrew his support to Congress 
due to ideological differences 
on the ‘Ghar vapasi’ programme 
after Gandhi called upon him 
to put an end to the Shuddhi movement. 


Always stood in the front line 
of the Arya Samaj movement 
made the Arya Samaj a centre of power 
contributed to its popularity 
by his disinterested work 
and exemplary practical life. 


A towering personality 
and a source of eternal inspiration. 
lived up to a martyr's death 


while on his sick bed 

died at the gun shots 
of a misguided assassin 
on 23 December 1926. 


Acharya Bramdeo MOKOONLALL 


Tributes to Swami Shraddhanand 


...a firebrick in the furnace of Maharishi Dayanand (ear &t at 4 32, Dayanand ki 
Bhatti mein inta) 

...the crown jewel of the Gurukula system of education and the return of people 
misled by conversion (pada aaen, ya iA a ka, Gurukulitya vyavastha, 
shuddhi ändolan ka gaurava) 

...proved his mettle by living as per the teachings of the Vedas and seers/rishis 
(Fa oof sie a a sais TET al ATH feat, mana vani aur sharira se rishi parampara ko 
sakara kiya) 

...gave new direction to society though his thoughts, words and deeds (a1 ferrari 
ak rat A aaa Hr ar fea feat, apne vicharon aur karyon se samdj ko naya disha diya) 
...an ideal statesman in whose life each word, incident or action left its imprint 
on stone QA amasi mares REF Slaa Ñ Sl Us Med, TAT FT HT TARY AAR FET FAI STAT IT, aise 
adarsh mahapurusha jiske jivan mein har ek shabda, ghatna va kama patthar pe 
lakir jaisa ban jata tha) 

...unmoved by critics, blame, rejection, and defamation, he was focused on 
objectives (frat afeear star ot sat cifeast ces at aal Bist, ninda bahishkar apmāna bhi 
huva lekin lakshya ko nahin choda) 


Acharya Bramdeo MOKOONLALL 


